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As soon as day began to dawn, they lighted fires out-
side the village, to display there the excess of their
cruelty to the sight of the Sun. The victim was led
thither. The Father Superior went to his side, to
console him, and to confirm him in the willingness
he had all the time shown to die a Christian. He re-
called to his mind a shameful act he had been made
to commit during his tortures,—in which, all things
rightly considered, there was but little probability
of sin, at least not a grave sin,—nevertheless, he had
him ask God’s pardon for it; and, after having in-
structed him briefly upon the remission of sins, he
gave him conditional absolution, and left him with
the hope of soon going to Heaven. Meanwhile, two
of them took hold of him and made him mount a
scaffold 6 or 7 feet high; 3 or 4 of these barbarians
followed him. They tied him to a tree which passed
across it, but in such a way that he was free to turn
[52] around. There they began to burn him more
cruelly than ever, leaving no part of his body to
which the fire was not applied at intervals. When
one of these butchers began to burn him and to
crowd him closely, in trying to escape him, he fell
into the hands of another who gave him no better a
reception. From time to time they were supplied
with new brands, which they thrust, all aflame, down
his throat, even forcing them into his fundament.
They burned his eyes; they applied red-hot hatchets
to his shoulders; they hung some around his neck,
which they turned now upon his back, now upon his
breast, according to the position he took in order to
avoid the weight of this burden. If he attempted to
sit or crouch down, some one thrust a brand from
under the scaffolding which soon caused him to arise.



